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sssrsTHE END OF AN AFFAIR 


V ' . WASHINGTON. 

The mystery man whom t he CIA re- 
cruited to try to assassinate Cuba's 
Fidel Castro has been laid up In the 
sick ward of the Los Angeles County 
Jail. 

He Is handsome, hawk-faced John 
Resell!, once a dashing figure around 
Hollywood and Las Vegas, now a gray, 
66-year old Inmate with a respiratory 
ailment. 

Confidential 'FBI files Identify him 
as "a top Mafia figure" who watched 
over “the concealed Interests in Las 
Vegas casinos of the Chicago under- 
world." 

* * 4» 

Roselll had admitted to friends that 
he was a rumrunner during the Roar- 
ing Twenties. Operating along the East 
Coast, he learned how to evade Coast 
Guard cutters and police patrols. 

His name later became linked with 
the biggest names In the Chicago and 
Los Angeles underworlds. He also de- 
veloped contacts In the Cuban under- 
world before Castro took over the Ha- 
vana gambling casinos. 

!r = He had the right background for a 
*hush-hu3h mission that the CIA was' 
planning In 1961. As part of the Bay 
of Pigs invasion, the CIA hoped to 
knock off Castro and leave Cuba learf- 
crlecs. • r ’ A - 

Rosclll was recruited for the Job by 
‘'Robert M&heu, a former FBI agent,, 
who admitted to us that he had han-, 
died undercover assignments for the 
CIA- Ho refused, however, to discuss 
n the details. Tills is the same Maheu, 
Incidentally, who Is now involved In a 
legal battle over phantom . billionaire 
Howard Hughes'' Nevada operations. '* 
Resell] was so flsttcrcdl. over being 
ai.krd - to perform .e;*rrct-,ml, 7 ijQn ‘for:. 
Hho U. a government that he paid All 


his expenses Out of his own pocket 
and risked his neck to land the as- 
sassination teams on the Cuban coast 

In James Bond fashion, he held 
whispered meeting^ In Miami Beach 
hotels with Cubans willing to make 
an attempt on Castro’s life. Once, he 
called on Chicago racket boss Sam 
Giancana to line up a contact. The 
confidential files report that Giancana 
had "gambling interests and an interest 
In the shrimp business In Cuba." How- 
ever, the Chicago gangster took no di- 
rect part lh the assassination plot t 
Roselll made midnight dashes to 
Cuba with his hired assassins In twin 
powerboats. Once a Cuban patrol ship 
turned Its guns on his darkenccT boat, 
tore a hole In the bottom and sank the 
boat Roselll was fished out of the 
water by the other boat, which escaped 
Into the shadows. _ - ' ;” u 

In earlier columns, we reported how 
the CIA furnished Roselll with deadly 
poison capsules which he tried through 
a relative of Castro’s chef to plant in 
the dictator's food. Later, marksmen 
armed with high-powered Belgian ri- 
fles attempted to Infiltrate close enough 
to gun Castro down. >• f ' 

All told, six assassination attempts 
were made, the last Iri the ‘spring of 
1963. Throughout this period, Roselll 
worked under the direct supervision of 
two secret CIA agents, William Harvey 
and James "Big Jim” O'Connell. 

Meanwhile, the Justice Dept, as pari 
of Its crackdown on organized crime, 
tried to nail Roselll. The FBI discov- 
ered that his Chicago birth records had 
been forged, that his name was really 
Filippo Sacco apd th^t he had come to 
this country from Italy, as a child. lie 
was convicted fop filing to register as 
ap.fU.lcjt 

jftf j.rf I dm< *i» is inx.iKtt. *vv^ 

file was also convicted for conspiracy 


to rig card games ut Los Armeies 1 ex- J 
elusive Friars’ Club. 

. 4 ‘ * 

Of Rosclli's two CIA associates, IT?r« i 
vey has now retired to Indianapolis 
and O’Connell 13 still on the CIA p.ty -7 
roll. Both admitted to us a friend-; Ip , 
wltli Roselll but refused to discuss their. 
CIA activities. Harvey said ho hc-i 
"high regard" for. RoselU and' called 
the Friars’ Club case a "bum-rap ” • 
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